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WEATHER:
Winter of Discontent

N

The nation’s top weather men slogged
into New York last week for the 41st
annual meeting of the American Mete-
orological Society and fittingly enough it
began to snow again—the second big fall
in two weeks.* Naturally the g
was raised: Why is the East su
so much more this year than last

According to the Weather Bure}y‘q
chief Iong—lange forecaster, Jeroriie
Namlas it’s all a matter of “planetary
waves,” the huge currents of air, like the
trade wmds which circulate t}nough the
atmosphere. For reasons still obscure to
meteorologists, the wave pattern this
year is sharply different.

“This winter has been chg
by very large meanders inf¥e planctary
waves, with strong ridges and troughs,”
Namias said. “The waves are

masses very rapidly down
across Canada the Gréat
Lakes and into the G

where they strike the warmn,
moist air of the South, often
from the tropics. This powr- "
ful contrast sets up a cycldgne I,'
action which lifts the mdist "
air and carries it off to the™
Northeast, where it relea (si
thP SNoOw. !
“This wind condition did !
not exist Jast winter, Instéad” A !
of pronounced ridges ah(T !
troughs, the waves were fat-"'
tened and we had the §u-™ (
miliar westerly pattern whtli’ |
little contrasts between wakmn ‘ !
and cold to intensify storns.” r
Going Pown: Takind a'
f wider look at the world’s
] weather, J. Murray MitcHeft?
! Jr., a Weather Bureau clifiu-"
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tologist, reported that winthrs
have been getting cold m.m'
This reverses the warming}tr¢id Tn eHe,ét’
since 1880s, and paltlcu]hu?\ stegng '
the ’20s and "30s. The ﬁncf;ggem{stis nea

J

bringing Arctic and Asian @u T

¥

questions about the forces which cutttrol*

i

!

|

|
w climate. His report also challenges some
ideas that have been widely accepted

recently—particularly the theory that
carbon d10x1de from autos and factories
is producing a “greenhouse” effect in the
- —Atmosphererd Mdm‘ﬁ’t'b“ﬁ“ﬁ‘i“'ﬁ;l\”‘bﬁﬂﬁ‘nﬁ”‘"
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7 e
— .

e

m%’qve’ﬁﬂ'élmr?méﬂ"fhwaswmw
to] T &) that thé sun ista principd-
foYee shaping weather. Though its

! total radiation (mostly visible light) ap-

? pehrs constant, its_output_of. mexld
parﬁ 1 varies widely., In \mys not yet,,
~

Llear the changes in these radmtmns
are believed to set off the vast process
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of-terrestrialweather,

In the midst of their discussions of the
xrgsterious ways of weather and climate,
the meteorologists in New York last week
were bombarded with a flat challenge
tof do something about controlling the
p¢rennially unpredictable weather.

The challenge came from Rear Adm.

’ Lhis_de Florez, U.S.N.R. fRet.). who
loyes to launch vast ideas. ‘It is strange
indeed that the American people . . . dis-

phy the same fatalism and 1e51gnat10n
allout the weather that our remote an-
ceftors did thousands of years ago,” he
told the Institute of Aelospace Sciences,
dlEo meeting in New York. “We do not

; sebm fo realize that the ploblem of
weather control, gigantic as it is, can be
subjected to the same sort of attack

\\hlr‘]) ]“ﬂ“ﬂ‘]“' havt—or

: e
: nn,dnclm H( Fﬁm(z wants wes lfh(l‘
resg athJunds Aripled;- ' sharp~creite
T in educqtlon of new meteorologists, and
l-out attack on the dynamics of the
at'mosphele to pinpoint ‘the triggering
meghanisms essential to weather control.
“This would include the familiar tech-
niques of cloud seeding with dry ice,
siler iodide crystals and carbon black.
Bat it would also be directed toward the
distovery of devices to control tornadoes,
hiifricanes and long-term climate trends.
stocky, blue-eyed man of 71 who
still pilots his own amphibian on long
huflting trips to Canada, De Florez ar-
gﬁg’as that even slight improvements in
rafofall might open vast territories to
agiicultme “It is a practical goal, it
cal h be done, and we have the tools to do
it,” he said. “The question is, do-we-want
it v shoretme T fust: l?m*ﬂﬁffﬁl
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